
Analyzing a Text

Focus:
Questions:

First Reaction
What is your first reaction or response to this essay?  Describe or explain it briefly.  (Questions that the text brings to your mind can be considered “reactions.”)

Purpose
What is the author’s purpose in writing the essay?

Audience
Who is the intended audience? 

Subtleties
Reread the essay one more time, only this time look for elements you didn’t notice on last readings.  What did you discover during this reading that you didn’t notice before?  Was it certain phrases, ideas, images?  How do these new discoveries make you now view the text?  (The more times you do this step, the more you’ll understand about the text.)

Rhetorical 

Appeal
Do you feel the author uses ethos, pathos, and logos effectively and in a balanced manner?   What emotions did you feel as you read the text?  Do you feel the essay presents an ethical approach to the subject?  Is the essay logical?

Connections
What connections to your life or the life you live in does this essay evoke?  What does this essay make you think about in your life or the environment you live in?

Awareness
Upon what in the text did you focus most intently as you read—what section, image, phrase, etc.?  Why do you think you focused on this element?

Author
What sort of person do you imagine this author to be?  What in the text leads you to think this?  Why do you think he or she wrote it?  If you could ask the author a question, what would it be?  Why would you choose this question over others?

Questions
What questions does this essay leave you with?  On what do you wish you had more information? What in the essay do you still not understand?
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